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split into a thousand pieces flapping in the wind; others
tried to furl those that were yet whole; while the masts,
at every pitch, bent and quivered like twigs, as if they
would have shivered into innumerable splinters.
While I considered this scene with equal terror and
astonishment, one of the main braces broke; by the
shock whereof two sailors were flung from the yard's
arm into the sea, where they perished, and poor Jack
Rattlin thrown down upon the deck, at the expense of
a broken leg. Morgan and I ran immediately to his
assistance, and found a splinter of the shin-bone thrust
by the violence of the fall through the skin: as this
was a case of too great consequence to be treated with-
out the authority of the doctor, I went down to his
cabin to inform him of the accident, as well as to bring
up dressings, which we always kept ready prepared.
Making an apology for my intrusion, I acquainted
him with the situation of Rattlin, but could by no
means prevail upon him to visit him on deck where
he lay; he bade me desire the boatswain to order some
of the men to carry him down to the cockpit. " And
in the meantime," said he, " I will direct Thomson
to get ready the dressings." When I signified to the
boatswain the doctor's desire, he swore a terrible oath
that he could not spare one man from the deck, because
he expected the mast would go by the board every
minute. This piece of information did not at all con-
tribute to my peace of mind; however, as my friend
Rattlin complained very much, with the assistance of
Morgan I supported him to the lower deck; whither
Mr. Mackshane, after much entreaty, ventured to come,